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Misinterpretation: The eligibility 




Spring Fling 

The week of April 5 -9 will 
be filled with activities with 
Spring Fling. The week will 
close with the Spring Formal at 
the Arcadian Theater on April 
9. Directions to the formal are 
available in the Office of 
Student Life. For a complete 
listing of Spring Ring events, 
see the story on page 1-2 and 
the schedule on page 2. 



Easter break will be held 
April 1 - 4. Offices will be 
closed on Friday, April 2 for 
Good Friday. 



Applications for Avila 
College Summer Staff are 
available in the Student Life 
Office. Applications are due by 
April 9. For more information, 
call Blake Fry at 942-8400, 
ext. 2226. 



Advising is currently under- 
way for Summer and Fall 1999 
semesters. Registration begins 
on April 12. 



A career fair will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 
7 at Longview Community 
College. For more informa- 
tion, call 672-2155. Longview 
is located at 500 SW Longview 
Road, Lee’s Summit, Mo. 

December Graduates 
Graduation applications for 
December 1999 graduates are 
due in the registrar’s office by 
April 30. 

Teacher Interview Day 
A Teacher Interview Day will 
be held from noon to 4 p.m. on 
April 29 in the Ryan Sports 
Center at Saint Mary College 
in Leavenworth. RSVP to the 
Avila Career Services Office 
by April 23. 

Thornhill Gallery 
Me and the Boys, featuring 
George, Scott, George (Chan), 
and Aaron Chrisman begins in 
Thornhill Gallery on April 9. 

50th Anniversary 



The Department of Nursing 
will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary with a reception on 
May 3 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

Gonnert Theater 



The Robber Bridegroom by 
Alfred Uhry with music by 
Robert Waldman will be per- 
formed in Gopperl Theater on 
April 22 - 25. 



Avila senior loses 
out on eligibility. 

Again. 

by RYAN GLASGO W 

arts and entertainment editor 

It was once said that it is okay to 
make a mistake, just do not make 
the same mistake twice. A familiar 
situation is occurring in the athletic 
department concerning eligibility. 

A year ago, George Mallon, a 
senior at Avila, lost a year of eligi- 
bility due to the rule limiting play- 
ers to eight semesters of any sport. 
Not knowing until his time was up 
that nothing could be done, Mallon 
could not play out his senior season 
at Avila. It has happened again, 
only this time it affects the women's 
team instead of the men’s. 

Senior Maryam Malone is under- 
going the eligibility curse due to 
misinterpretation of the same rule. 
Malone was a transfer student from 
Xavier University last year. She 



spent her first two years at Kansas 
City Community College before 
going to Xavier. Malone elected 
not to play at Xavier and came to 
Avila to play out her final two 
years. She transferred in at semes- 
ter and proceeded to play, thus in 
turn taking one complete year of 
her eligibility away even though it 
was only a semester’s worth of 
games. The rule states if you play 






With a few games left 
in her season, 

Malone was informed 
that there were only a 
few games left in 
her career. 



J 



in one game or 10 it counts as an 
entire year. 

While doing her paperwork, 
Malone was assured of her eligibil- 
ity. "A compromise well suited for 
Avila, considering I dropped four 



levels from a Division 1 team to 
play for the Eagles," Malone said. 

With a few games left in her sea- 
son, Malone was informed that 
there were only a few games left in 
her career. Shocked, and with the 
pressure of the team trying to win 
the conference, Malone went on to 
become an all-conference player 
this season. 

The original plan would have left 
Malone with one semester left to 
play for the Eagles. If she had sat 
out the entire year she transferred 
in, her eligibility would be intact. 
A misinterpretation left her with a 
year of school and no basketball. 
The senior guard never received an 
apology, only a student assistant 
position for the upcoming season 
to assist her with her tuition costs. 
Malone was offered $3000 for her 
position; her basketball scholarship 
was $7000 for this year. Malone 
made an attempt to appeal through 
Tom Lease, but was told she would 
not be able to get her last semester 
back. Lease is attempting to work 
on her financial package. 




Senior Maryam Malone hoped to play 
one more semester for the Eagles. 

photo courtesy Community Relations 

Last year, Mallon received a 
tuition reimbursement that 
allowed him to finish his senior 
year. Fred Geer (Faculty Athletic 
Representative) handled Mallon's 
case last year and is indirectly 
involved in Malone’s case. "It con- 
tinues to be important that the stu- 
dent-athlete knows the rules to the 
best of their knowledge and the 
eligibility committee continues to 
work with the students to continue 
to ensure their eligibility," Geer 
said. There are a lot of exceptions 
continued on page 2 



Spring Fling fun 



Avila groups come 
together to present a. 
week full of activities. 

by THERESE COX 

staff writer 

Fun in the sun, dealing with the 
real world, and dancing the night 
away are all a part of celebrating 
Spring Fling 1999. 

A series of events throughout the 
week of April 5-1 > ' 

9 will be spon- 1] 

sored by the I The social 

Student Union ■ wants to ra 

Board with the awareness 

support of other sexuality. 

clubs and organi- ~Fi 

zations. 

To kick off 

Spring Fling week, there is volley- 
ball in the quad on Monday, April 5 
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. The Avila 
Dance Team is sponsoring the 
event. 



The social work class 
wants to raise a positive 
awareness about homo- 
sexuality. 

-Frances Betzen 



MTVs Real World cast member 
Dan, from the Miami house, will be 
hosting a panel discussion on 
homosexuality. The Real World 
requested that each cast member 
keep their last names confidential 
while on the show. Dan has found 
this very beneficial and continues 
to keep his last name confidential 
for privacy reasons. 

The panel was organized by the 
social work senior class after notic- 
ing many negative remarks about 
homosexuality and instances of 
nonacceptance at 
Avila. 

vork class "The social work 
? a positive class wants to 
’out homo- ra i se a positive 
-1 awareness about 
nces Betzen H homosexuality," 
Frances Betzen 
HHH said. 

The panel discussion will consist 
of personal experiences as well as 
exploring prevalent negative 
thoughts about homosexuality. The 
goal of the panel is to inform indi- 



viduals and raise posi- 
tive awareness about an 
issue that affects the 
real world. Along with 
Dan, the social work 
senior class has invited 
a group from the 
University of Missouri 
Kansas City to partici- 
pate in the open ques- 
tion discussion. The 
panel discussion will be 
held in the Whitfield 
Conference Center on 
Tuesday, April 6 from 7 
to 9 p.m. 

"Puttin’ on the Hits" 
lip-synching contest 
sponsored by S.U.B. 
will be in the quad on 
Wednesday, April 17 
from 3 to 6 p.m. 




Dan, from MTV’s Real World, will be the featured 



S.U.B. is also spon- guest at the panel discussion on homosexuality 
nrino a talent show tn sponsored by the senior social work class. 



soring a talent show to sponsorea 
be held in the Marian 
Center snack bar on Thursday, 
April 8 at 7 p.m. Cash prizes of 
$25, $50, and $75 will be awarded 



to the top three performances. 
Registration forms are available in 
the Student Life Office. 

continued on page 2 




Resigns 

Assistant 
Athletic 
Director 
not return- 
ing to 
Avila 
Page 5 




Avila baseball 
and softball 
teams looking 
for successful 
seasons. 

Page 5 
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Me mul 
the Boys 
featured in 
Thornhill 
Gallery. 
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news .. 

New creative writing degree offered Ldlt tilTLC 



English program 
begins new 
emphasis for stu- 
dents to express 
themselves in a 
variety of writing 
styles. 

by LISA MCDA NIEL 

staff writer 

When prospective college stu- 
dents are deciding what major will 
determine their future, numerous 
opportunities are out there to 
explore. However, in each field of 
study, writing skills are essential. 

Avila is now implementing a new 
creative writing emphasis in the 
English program to let students 
have a chance to express them- 
selves in numerous forms of writ- 
ing styles such as poetry, fiction, 
broadcast, and corporate writing. 
Desire for the new writing empha- 
sis came from both students and 
faculty. A number of students have 
expressed an interest in more cre- 
ative writing classes. Stanley E. 
Banks, Dr. Mary Etta Benson, Dr. 
Carol Coburn, Dr. Nancy Cervetti 
and adjunct faculty met to discuss 
the possibilities of a curriculum 
with a focus in writing. The tradi- 
tional English degree has focused 
on literature. 

Banks, an instructor in English at 
Avila, got his master's degree in 



the English professional writing 
program at UMKC. His focus was 
in creative writing, which has 
helped him to produce many works 
that have been published 

"We want students to start apply- 
ing the literature aspect of English 
to be creative themselves," Banks 
said. "Creative writing opened up 
several doors for me." 

The differences of the new degree 
will allow students to have five 
writing electives that will take the 
place of some of the previous 
required credits. Students of all 
grade levels will be able to enroll in 
the classes but may have different 
areas of concentration. 
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We want students to 
start applying the litera- 
ture aspect of English to 
be creative themselves." 

- Stanley E. 



ves. 

J 



Banks also stressed the impor- 
tance of getting students' writings 
in the community as another reason 
for the new writing emphasis. 
Plans for more workshops in fic- 
tion, poetry, and playwrights will 
also be pursued. Banks mentioned 
Maya Angelou, Carolyn Forsche, 
and Frank Higgens as some of the 
famous writers who have attended 



these workshops at local Kansas 
City colleges. 

"One thing you need is a thriving 
voice for students," Banks said. 
"Workshops draw people in and 
pump out many fine writers." 

The Scop. Avila's Art & Literary 
Magazine, is one of the ways Avila 
students gain recognition and a 
sense of what having their work 
out in the public is like. Currently 
there is only one issue per year, but 
Banks would like to see at least one 
issue per semester. 

There are presently approximate- 
ly 15 English majors, several of 
whom are graduating this semester. 
The English program, along with 
the Humanities department, is try- 
ing to open up options for people 
who want to minor in English as 
well. 

"With the creative writing empha- 
sis, minors have one required 
course and the rest are electives," 
said Benson, Professor of English 
and Coordinator of modern lan- 
guages. 

The only factor remaining to cre- 
ate these classes is student demand 
for them. Although the catalogue 
does not have some of these class- 
es offered for next semester, Banks 
said it is possible for interested stu- 
dents to talk to their advisers for 
possible classes. If enough students 
show interest, there is a chance that 
the classes will be arranged. 



STUDENT SENATE NEWS 



Senators for sale! 



SAR AH BERKBIGL ER 

contributing writer 



Yes, that's right, your student 
senators have volunteered their 
time to the top bidder at the Avila 
Steer Dinner. Members of Senate 
volunteered their time to provide 
spring cleaning services to the 
highest bidder. The money 
Senate is raising through this 
endeavor will be added to the 
fountain fund. 

Recent activities of Senate 



include planning for a security 
forum, meeting with a representa- 
tive from Speak Out for Stephanie, 
and planning for the Spring Fling 
carnival. If you thought the 
Homecoming Twinkie-eating con- 
test was fun, just wait. 

Senate is still working on the recy- 
cling issue. On April 8, we will 
have an open discussion to brain- 
storm ideas during our 4 p.m. meet- 
ing. Please plan to attend and bring 
any ideas you have. 

Senate would like to welcome its 
newest members. Michelle Rogers 
is filling the vacant Nursing 



Senator position, and Michael 
Ferrara is stepping in as the new 
Social Sciences Senator. We also 
welcome the new Senate Interns: 
Tekia Thompson, Vivian Lewis, 
and Sean Ishum. 

The election committee has 
begun meetings, so if you are 
interested in running for a Senate 
office for the 1999-2000 school 
year, stay posted for more infor- 
mation or come to a Senate meet- 
ing. 

Meetings are every Thursday at 4 
p.m. in the Barefoot Room in 
Marian Center. 



Malone eligibility 

continued from page 1 

to the rules, and even though the 
same rules apply to everyone, not 
everyone has the same circum- 
stance. 

"I think that someone in the 
administration or athletic depart- 
ment needs to learn the rules 
because three to five people have 
been victims of the same rules," 
Malone said. 

When asked of his feelings on the 



subject, Coach McMurray gave 
no comment. 

A slight misinterpretation can 
lead to the eligibility curse for any 
student-athlete. "An explanation 
of the rules is not much to ask for, 
considering it being the only way 
that a program can do things. A 
continual process of eligibility 
slip-ups is a trend that needs to be 
controlled so that no one else is a 
victim of the eligibility curse," an 
anonymous source said. 

Students now have begun to pay 



more attention to the interpretation 
of rules to better their situations. 

"Student athletes have a responsi- 
bility to know the rules," Athletic 
Director Mike Crozier said. 

However it is interpreted, the rules 
are the same and are not changing. 
In order to keep the same things 
from happening twice, communi- 
cation is needed from the adminis- 
tration to the athlete and vice versa 
so that there are no more victims of 
the eligibility curse. 



Spring Fling 

continued from page I 

The Residence Hall Association 
is sponsoring a car wash on Friday, 
April 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
car wash will be held in the 
Goppert Theater Drive. RHA is 
asking for a minimum donation of 
three dollars for the car wash. 
Funds will go to help RHA mem- 
bers attend a national conference. 
The Spring Fling Carnival spon- 



sored by S.U.B., RHA, Psi Chi, 
and the Avila Ambassadors will 
also be held on Friday, in the Quad 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. There will be 
plenty of games and prizes as well 
as an obstacle course, bouncy box- 
ing, and bungee run. Along with 
the carnival events, dinner will be 
served picnic style in the quad. 

Spring Fling will conclude with 
the Spring Formal held at the 
Arcadian Theater. The Arcadian is 
not your ordinary banquet room: it 



is a renovated movie theater with 
multi-terraced levels, stage and 
dance floor, and 24-foot ceilings, 
with a built-in bar and balcony 
complete with a grand fireplace. 
The theme of the formal is swing 
dancing, but all types of music will 
be played. A buffet will be served 
from 9 to 1 1 :30 p.m. A cash bar is 
available with proper identifica- 
tion. Admission and food are free. 

The Arcadia Theater is located at 
8447 W. 95th St. in Overland Park. 



Friday meal among sacri- 
fices made during the 
Lenten season. 

by K ATE SCHOENBERGER 

staff. writer 

"All you can eat fish and shrimp 
dinners." are what many Avila 
College students remember about 
the Lenten sea- 
son. No meat on 
Fridays seemed 
to be the only 
words your par- 
ents preached. 

Rebecca Holle, 

Saint Ann's 
parish member, 
remembers that 
when she was 

young she saved all of her money 
during the Lenten season. The 
money she saved, which was not 
more then five dollars, bought a 
"Pagan Baby," an orphaned child. 
The "Pagan Baby" was baptized 
and she got to name the baby, 
which ended up being the baby's 
baptism name. The Lenten season 
has changed from then to now. 



"The majority of people 
who give something up 
during Lent end up giv- 
ing it up the rest of their 
lives." 

- Father George Bartels 



Listed below are the top five 
Lenten sacrifices, from a recent 
informal survey at a local Catholic 
Parish: 

snacking/eating between meals 
swearing 
smoking/chewing 
beer/alcohol 
candy/sweets/chocolate 
Father George Bartels, priest at 
Saint Gregory's 
parish said, "The 
majority of people 
who give some- 
thing up during 
Lent, end up giv- 
ing it up the rest of 
their lives." 

Kitty Haug, a 
mother of two, 
said she gave up 
snacking for Lent three years ago 
and to this day has not snacked 
between meals. 

The Lenten season is not just a 
time to fast, but also give thanks to 
the Lord. Father Bartels suggests 
students not only focusing on what 
they are giving up for Lent, but 
also on what they can do for the 
Lord. 



_l 






^ Spring Fling 1999 Schedule 

^ Apr 6 (toe) 

^ Panel Discussion on Homosexuality 

Featuring Dan from 
MW’s Heal World 

7-9 p.m. 

Whitfield Conference Center 
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Apr 7 (wed) 

"Puttin’ on the Hits" 

lip-synching contest 
3-6 p.m. 

The Quad 

April S (tha) 

Talent Show 

7 p.m. 

Marian Center Snack Bar 
^ Registration forms available in the Student 
Life Office. 

Cash prizes awarded for the top 3 acts. 

April 9 (fri) 

Residence Hall Association Car Wash 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Goppert Theater Drive 

Spring Ring Carnival 

3-6 p.m. 

The Quad 

^Dinner will be served picnic style. 

Spring Formal 

3:00 p.m.-Midnight 
Arcadian Theater 
(SW W. 95th St in Overland Park) 
^Food served 9:00-11:30 p.m. 

cash bar will be available 
^Admission and food are free 
^Directions are available in Student Life 
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Drug problems at Avila 



Apparently, some dorm 
residents use drugs for 
leisure. But is it a seri- 
ous problem on cam- 
pus? 

by DAN SCHNEIDER 

staff writer 

In a survey of 20 students living in 
Avila’s residence halls, eight of 
them, or 40 percent, say they have 
used or are currently using drugs to 
cope with stress or anxiety. 

All eight users said marijuana was 
their drug of choice. In fact, no 
other drug was mentioned. 

So why is marijuana so popular 
among students? 

"It is cheap and very easy to come 
by," one student said. "I'd say it's 
much easier to get pot on campus 
than even alcohol, if you're under 
age. 1 also believe pot is much 
more widely accepted by others 
than, say, crack or heroin." 

Of the 20 people surveyed, 14 said 
they have smelled marijuana in the 
residence halls and six have seen it 
being used in dorm rooms. Using 
or possessing drugs in the resi- 
dence halls is a direct violation of 
Avila policy. 



"The smell is very easy to cover 
up, and I know the people who use 
it in their rooms are very cautious," 
one student said. 

Alicia Hofmann, Coordinator of 
New Student Development and 
Residence Life, said she does not 
feel there is a legitimate drug prob- 
lem. 

"Comparatively speaking with 
other schools that I have worked at, 
drugs are not a problem here at 
Avila." Hofmann said. 
"Occasionally a residence assistant 






much easier to get 
pot on campus than even 
alcohol, if you 're under 
age." 

- an Avila student 






will smell marijuana in the halls 
and at that time they are asked to 
contact the on-duty director for fur- 
ther disciplinary action." 

Avila reserves the right to enter a 
student's room if there is reason- 
able evidence of the violation of 
college policy, or state or federal 
laws. 



The college experience can be a 
drastic change for some students, 
and learning to cope with being 
away from home for the first time 
and meeting new people can always 
be a challenge. Many students 
struggle at first to find a social 
group to fit into and find them- 
selves experimenting with drugs to 
cope with their stress or loneliness. 
These problems occur at all col- 
leges and universities throughout 
the country, but how prevalent is 
drug use here at Avila? 

A person caught using marijuana 
must attend a mandatory discipli- 
nary meeting. Depending on the 
amount of drugs, evidence of sale 
or distribution, and reaction to the 
situation, consequences can range 
from disciplinary probation to sus- 
pension, and even referral to civil 
authorities. 

"If someone's smoking a joint 
we're probably not going to call the 
police, but if we think there's some 
distribution going on we may call 
in the authorities," Hofmann said. 

Listed below are the Missouri 
state marijuana laws and Avila's 
policies pertaining to drugs and 
room entries. 



AVILA COLLEGE 
POLICY 

Drugs... 

Avila, in compliance with Missouri 
State Law, prohibits the possession, 
' use, or distribution of illegal drugs or 
drug paraphernalia. Any student 
known to be possessing, using, or dis- 
tributing illegal drugs or drug para- 
phernalia is subject to college discipli- 
nary action and referral to civil author- 
ities. 

Room Entry ... 

Avila College reserves the right to 
enter a student's room under the fol- 
lowing circumstances: 

1 . Reasonable evidence exists that a 
violation of college policy, state, 
or federal law is occurring. 

2. In emergencies where there is a 
concern for life, safety, health, or 
property. 

3. To perform maintenance or peri- 
odic inspections for purposes of 
sanitation, repair, or redecoration. 
***A11 residents’ rooms will be 
inspected by a staff person during 
each break period to ensure secu- 
rity, appliance disconnection, and 
sanitation. 



MISSOURI STATE 


DRUG LAWS 


Possession ... 




<=35g. 


0 - 1 year; $ 1 ,000 fine 


>35g. 


0-7 years; $5,000 
fine 


>30kg. 


5 - 15 years 


> 100kg. 


10 years - life 


Possession of 
paraphernalia 


0 -1 year ; $1,000 fine 


Sale... 




<5g. 


0-7 years; 
up to $5,000 fine 


>5g. 


5 - 15 years 


>30kg. 


10 years - life 


> 100kg. 


life without parole 


Sale to minor 


5-15 years 


Sale within 
1 ,000 feet of 
school or 


10-30 years 


public housing 
project 




Sale of 


0 - 5 years; 


paraphernalia 


$5,000 fine 


J Additional penalties for sale near gov- 

ernment-assisted or public housing. 


Cultivation 
(any amount) 


5-15 years 



WHO : 1 998 graduates & alumni* . 
WHEN: Thursday, April 29 t : 
WHERE; Ryan Sports Center ; 

at the St. Mary College^® 
IHOW: RSVP by April 23 v 
;call Gina at 942-8400 x236$^P 






| - Teacher Interview Day 




Nursing recieves most inquiries 






Avila offers valuable 
programs that 
promise bright future 
for graduates. 

by NIKKI BREVIG 

staff writer 

Avila is staying on top by offer- 
ing majors that students want and 
majors that will get students jobs 
upon graduation. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has projected occupations with 
the fastest employment growth 
from 1996-2006. Avila offers 
majors in step with the projec- 
tions. It also 
continues to 
offer a wide 
variety of 
majors that 
interest stu- 
dents. Students 
want to be able 
to get jobs upon 
graduation, and 
they need 

majors that can help them do that. 

Mateo Remsburg, Assistant 
Director of Admissions, said that 
the program on campus which 
has recieved the most inquiries 
from prospective students this 
year is nursing. Three of the top 
10 projected occupations are 
related to health care professions. 
Students with nursing majors 
could work in those fields upon 
graduation. 

Elementary education is the pro- 
gram which has recieved the sec- 
ond most inquiries. It is not an 
occupation that is on the BLS 
projections. However, it remains 
popular at Avila, having the third 
most majors on campus behind 
business administration and com- 

10 occupations with the 
fastest employment growth 
1996-2006 

1 . Database administrators, 
computer support special- 
ists, and all other computer 
scientists 

2. Computer engineers 

3. System analysts 

4. Personal and home care 
aides 

5. Physical and corrective 
therapy assistants and aides 

6. Home health aides 

7. Medical assistants 

8. Desktop publishing spe- 
cialists 

9. Physical therapists 

10. Occupational therapy assis- 
tants and aides 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 



munication. 

"Avila is known in the Kansas 
City area for outstanding teach- 
ers," Remsburg said. He credits 
both the department and the 
instructors for the reputation. 

The popularity of the major may 
also stem from the high percent- 
age of job placement. The educa- 
tion major has placement near 
100% upon graduation. 

Remsburg noted that when he is 
out recruiting potential freshmen, 
there is a great deal of interest in 
physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, sports administration, 
and sports medicine. At this time 
Avila only offers pre-physical 
therapy and 
pre-occupa- 
tional therapy. 
Offering these 
courses as pre- 
requirements 
is a common 
practice at 
many schools. 
Many of the 
jobs require a 
a Bachelor's 



“Avila does a pretty good 
job of keeping up with 
majors and minors. 
Quality is most important. 

~ Mateo Remsburg 
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degree beyond 
Degree. 

Avila also prides itself in offer- 
ing majors that are not common 
to most schools. Avila is the only 
college in the area to offer 
Radiological Science as a four- 
year program. It is one of fewer 
than 20 in the nation. Students 
also can take a four-year parale- 
gal major. This is usually offered 
as a two-year course at most 
schools in the area. 

"In comparison to other schools, 
Avila does a pretty good job of 
keeping up with majors and 
minors. Quality is most impor- 
tant," Remsburg said. If quality is 
judged by reputation in the area, 
then Avila is doing very well. 

7 programs recieving 
the most inquiries from 
prospective Avila 
students during 98-99 



1. 

2 . 



4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 



Nursing 


296 


Elementary 

Education 


180 


Business 

Administration 


127 


Pre-med 


86 


Communication 


85 


Radiological 

Technology 


67 


Social Work 


54 



Avila College Admissions Office 
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Immigration NOWIi 

New Law Benefits! Do You Qualify? 

• Permonent Residence 



f J t()lnnsioiilll r Woik Visits ” i-ennanwn neitHiwnt* «*• 

• Asylum • Stmlenis • Embassy Assistance • Waivers W 

• Nannies • Investors • Adoption • Trials • Trnnslalions u 



Trials • Trnnslalions 
• Alt Immigration Mailers Woildwide 



QUEEN CARDS 

Employer*: 1-9 HELP • EXEC. TRANSFERS] 

IMS l AM tl S CoiHtn • f otK'iSvi 1V9? * O# »0' Apr* 
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Breakfast of Avila’s i Copperhead strikes 



champions 



Which restaurant is 
Avila students’ all-time 
favorite? How often t 
do we eat them? A M 
pizza survey report. Jl 5 

' " * V. 

by NIKKI BREVIG 

staff writer A * 



Oozing with cheese. Loaded ^ 
with toppings. All on a buttery 
crust. Pizza has been many col- 
lege students 1 alternative to the 
meat loaf surprise in the cafete- 
ria. It also serves as an excellent 
midnight snack while cramming 
for an exam. 

In their commercials, Papa 4JA 
John's claims to be the num- Z'f 
her one pizza choice of .at®*' 
Americans. 

However, students 
in the residence hails « 
at Avila have placed __ 

Pizza Hut in the number^^^®^ 
one spot on their speed dial. 

A survey of almost 40 students 
who call Avila home found an 
overwhelming 71 percent chose 
Pizza Hut over all others. Papa 
John's came in second with 10 J 
percent of the vote, while 
Little Caesar’s, Domino's, 
and Godfather’s each 
shared the remaining Mfy 
pizza-eaters profits. Five 
percent were unable to choose an 



Phone (816) 942-0202 
Fax (816) 942-6624 



’ overall favorite. 
WMM * Avila students 
should know. They 
► Off keep the delivery drivers 
busy with 62 percent order- 
ing one or two times a month. 27 
percent need their pizza a lit- 
• " . tie more often, at three or 

t p&i four times a month. Then 
there is the 1 1 percent who 
' ■ cannot go without order- 

p ing their favorite pie 
XijL; once or twice a week. 

The favorite topping of 
Avila's residents is 

Z ~ ' . pepperoni, fol- 

> 'W ‘ owed closel y 

* by Italian 

I sausage. Some like to 
live on the wilder side, 
adding seafood, anchovies and 
pineapple. 

The taste and the price keep 
students coming back for 
^ more. Special offers never 
^ hurt to push them over the 
■ edge when deciding to 
• .' eat cafeteria food or 
have a steaming 
A • - pizza delivered 

to their door. 
Students still 
cannot resist a cheesy 
?0T Italian treat to settle the 
stomach rumblings after a 
hard day of classes and study- 
ing. 



Store Hours 

Mon -Sat 7am-10pm 

Sunday 8am-8pm 



1 1212 Holmes Road, Kansas City, MO 64131 

San Fresh 



$(\dge a 

YMCA 






yC ~ / jL / A/JTJf 

Workouts That Really Work 



The YMCA is the exclusive home of 
Fitlinxx interactive fitness 
management system. With Fitlinxx you 
will have your personal fitness trainer 
on call!! 

GROUP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FOR AVILA STUDENTS!! 

Rad Bridge YMCA 

11300 Holmes Road • Kansas City, MO 64131-3627 
Phone: (816)942-2020 • FAX: (816) 942-0308 



Avila student gets 
bitten in pursuit of 
his passion. 

by LISA MCDANIEL 

staff writer 

One sunny August afternoon, 
three friends searched through an 
open field where old furniture, ply- 
wood, sheet metal, and other mis- 
cellaneous rubbish is thrown as an 
unofficial trash dump by locals. 
They were not looking for rubbish, 
however, but what lived amongst it. 
What they were looking for were 
snakes. 

Rodney Wittenberg, a senior biol- 
ogy major at Avila, was one of the 
three out on this adventure. 
Herpetology, the study of reptiles 
and amphibians, is his area of con- 
centration. As a child growing up in 
the country, he loved to bring home 
snakes, frogs, and turtles. Building 
on growing interest and experience, 
he led the pack on the snake hunt. 

Wittenberg ventured toward a pile 
of roofing tin where he lifted up a 
piece of it and was faced with a 
copperhead. Immediately he tried 
to gently pin the head with his 
snake hook and grasp it behind the 
head with his left hand, but before 
he could securely grasp the snake, 
he was struck. He described the ini- 
tial pain as feeling like a wasp 
sting. 

"They don't bite and hold on like a 
dog," Wittenberg said. "They open 
their mouths at 180 degrees and 
strike the flesh with their two front 
fangs. It happened so fast I couldn't 
see it." 

Instead of panicking, Wittenberg 
used his knowledge of snake bites 
to see if he had gotten a dry bite, 
which he said occurs in about 30 to 
40 percent of snake bites. Within 60 
seconds his left index finger had 



started to numb, indicating enven- 
omation. Even though he knew 
that a copperhead's venom was not 
fatal, he was at Belton Research 
Hospital within 20 minutes of the 
bite to have his finger checked. 
Within an hour his hand and wrist 
had swelled up to the size of an 
inflated medical glove. 

The doctor put his swelled hand 
' on ice, which can actually cause 
the tissue damage to worsen. 
Wittenberg later learned this from 
his clinical aspects of snakebite. 
He was kept overnight on heart 
monitors, mild pain killers, and an 
IV with anti-vomiting medication. 
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“It happened so fast l 
couldn 7 see it." 

~ Rodney Wittenberg 
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By midnight, he was fighting to 
gain his breath and was having 
serious abdominal cramping along 
with the pain in his hand. He was 
given muscle relaxers to relieve the 
cramping in his abdomen, which in 
turn allowed him to breathe easily 
and fall asleep. 

Three weeks would determine 
whether this young biologist 
would have to amputate his finger. 
By that time, the damage would be 
clear and the venom's final damage 
would be apparent. Antivenin, a 
drug designed to help reduce the 
damage of venom, could have 
helped his situation if it had been 
given to him within the first two 
hours of the bite. They never 
administered this drug, however, 
underestimating the severity of the 
bite. 

He had to soak the wound three 
times a day in lukewarm water and 
wash it with antibacterial soap. 
Within a few days after the bite, 



the multiple dark rings surrounding 
his index finger filled with blood 
and fluid and developed into blis- 
ters. After draining them, the doc- 
tors used surgical scissors to cut 
the flesh that had died so new skin 
could grow. Then his hand was 
wrapped in Vaseline lined ban- 
dages to protect it from getting 
dirty. Movement in his finger was 
not looking good, so he used his 
right hand to force the left finger to 
bend. 

After 1 0 anxious days of waiting, 
Wittenberg went to see a hand spe- 
cialist at Menorah Medical Center. 
Although the tip of his finger was 
coal black, the bottom part of his 
finger was now turning brown, 
which was not a good sign of his 
keeping the finger. He was told that 
the distal half of his finger should 
be amputated. Fortunately, the very 
same day a plastic surgeon in the 
same hospital told Wittenberg he 
could save the finger by doing two 
skin grafts. 

The first surgery involved cutting 
the dead tissue away from the fin- 
ger, while the second involved cut- 
ting skin from his arm and grafting 
it into the damaged parts of the fin- 
ger. Three weeks later, skin from 
under his left arm replaced the 
granulation tissue. 

Today Wittenberg's finger is near- 
ly as useful as it ever was. Despite 
the advice from the hand specialist, 
, he is able to move it without the 
help from his right hand, due to the 
help of an excellent plastic sur- 
geon. .He enjoys his life' 'the -same 
as before and intends on going to 
graduate school next fall to contin- 
ue his studies in biology. He now 
carries the scars that constantly 
remind him of the dangerous 
potential that the creatures which 
fascinate him actually harbor. 



Help for the stressed 



Student Resource Center 
offers clinical counseling 
services. 

by ROSSA NA VAL LAZZ A 

staff writer 

Confidential clinical counseling 
sessions are available each semes- 
ter free of charge for Avila students 
through the Student Resource 
Center. 

Bonnie Benson is a licensed clin- 
ical social counselor (LCSW), 
licensed in Missouri and Kansas 
and is credentialed by the 
Academy of Certified Social 
Workers (ACSW). Working many 
times in conjunction with Sue 
Franklin, Coordinator of College 
Skills, Benson has a teamwork 
approach to helping students' 
needs throughout their college 
careers. 

Benson has spent four semesters 
at Avila out of 14 years of practic- 
ing social work in the Kansas City 
area. 

"I did my graduate work here, and 
I stayed," said Benson with a 



laugh. "A lot of times people will 
call the Student Resource Center 
wanting to make an appointment, 
and sometimes it's helpful to coor- 
dinate. I may also suggest they 
speak to Sue Franklin or Carol 
Frevert about learning how to use 
resources that are available." 

Confidentiality is an important 
aspect of the counseling sessions 
that is rarely broken, unless the 
visit(s) made by a student are man- 
dated due to breaking a dorm rule. 
In those special cases, a release of 
authorization form is signed by the 
student so the proper school offi- 
cial can be notified the sessions 
were attended. Other than that, 
Benson never releases any infor- 
mation to any school official or the 
school administration. 

"They don't know who I see. The 
school does a really good job of 
respecting the confidentiality of 
the student. Confidentiality basi- 
cally means that who comes in 
here, what, and all those kinds of 
things are not talked about." 

"Bonnie and I make a lot of refer- 
rals back and forth," Franklin said. 



"I may meet with a student who 
comes in and says, 'I don't know 
how to study and I'm not doing 
well in my classes.' The more we 
talk, the more I realize that there's 
something underlying their prob- 
lems, and I'm not qualified to help 
them. I refer them to Bonnie." 

Benson endorses teamwork too. 
"Likewise," Benson said, "if I see a 
person who's really stressed out 
and what they're describing is, say, 
some bad time management prob- 
lem, I'll refer them to Sue." 

A stress group led by Benson runs 
from March 24 through April 14 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Marian 
Center Barefoot room. Stress 
reduction techniques such as med- 
itation will be practiced and all are 
invited to attend. Flyers will be 
posted throughout campus. 

Clinical counseling sessions with 
Benson are available every 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday of each week in the 
semester. To schedule an appoint- 
ment, stop by the Student 
Resource Center on the lower level 
of Blasco, or call extension 2226. 





Lady Eagles softball team looks 
forward to successful season 



Assistant 
Athletic Director 
is leaving Avila. 



by KRISTI CLORE 



sports editor 



After first being a student-ath- 
lete at Avila and then moving on 
to coaching and administration, 

James Huber, Jr., has decided to 
step down from all his duties 
which he has been involved 
with for the past 1 1 years. 

Huber said, "1 have been given 
great opportunities and have 
learned a lot. 1 just feel as 
though it is time to move on, 
and 1 feel that this is the best 
time for me to make a decision 
like this." 

Huber, known as Jimmy to 
most, has 
been the 
assistant ath- 
letic director 
and head 
men's basket- 
ball coach at 
Avila for the 
past two 
years. There 

are many plans in the works for 
Huber’s future. He is looking 
into going back to school, 
coaching in the NCAA, getting 
involved with a pharmaceutical 
company and possibly even 
heading down the spiritual walk 
of life. Huber did say that 
coaching is a possibility, but he 
would like to work with 
younger kids because they are 
more willing to learn. 

In Huber's eyes, it is time for a 
new challenge, but even with a 
positive outlook, it does not can remember that we will 

make it any easier to leave always be successful in life." 

Avila. Huber said, "It is very There are three candidates that 
hard to leave because of the are currently being interviewed 
young kids coming back." for Huber's position. No deci- 

With the men's basketball team sions will be made for the next 
only winning eight games this few weeks. 



Coach Jim Huber, Jr. is moving on 
to new challenges after 11 years at 
Avila. 



vil a Eagles" Softball Team 



byJtYAN GLASGOW 



"I feel that this is the 
best time to make a 
decision like this." 

~ Jim Huber, Jr. 



arts and entertainment editor 



After ending the ‘98 season with 
a MCAC conference champi- 
onship and a 31-15 record, the 
Lady Eagles softball season is well 
underway. 

With hopes to 
repeat previous 
success and 
ad Y3ppe. ; further, 
this year, the 
team got off to a 
great start. 

“I'm very 
impressed with 
our team this 
year. We have a lot of freshman on 
the varsity. They are going to make 
mistakes. However, they have a lot 
of talent. Last year we started six 
seniors, this year we are starting 
five freshman. I'm hoping to end 
this season with a 35-15 record,” 
coach Dennis Gault said. 

The team is full of excitement and 
key players who have high expec- 
tations for the season. This 
includes senior catcher and co-cap- 
tain Julie Turner who is leading the 



"We just need to contin- 
ue to work hard and 

•focus' onone game at'tf 

time and we can be very 
successful.” 

Rebecca Wywadis 



AVILA LADY EAGLES 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

Apr. 5 UMKC 

Home 2 p.m. 

Apr. 9 College of St. Mary 

Omaha, NE 3 p.m. 

Apr.10 Bellevue University 
Bellevue, NE 11a.m. 

Apr. 12 MANC 

Home 3 p.m. 

Apr. 14 Baker University 
Home 3 p.m. 

Apr. 16 York College 
Home 2 p.m. 
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Baseball team 
focuses its 
strengths to 
bring home wins 

by KARI DONNEL L 

staff writer 

The sun was hot and the gulf 
tempting, but the Avila baseball 
team passed them by. This season, 
the squad spent their spring break 
in Panama City, Fla. The week was 
filled with warm weather and a lot 
of games, nine in all. 

"It was nice to get away from the 
cold Kansas City weadier, but we 
were more interested in playing 
than anything else," second base- 
man Shaun Szot said. The Eagles 
came home with four wins, four 
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inning tie. 

Avila has already 
W played in more 
than 30 games, but 
" n '$lgJk the season is not 
even halfway 
complete. The team has fared well 
against area opponents such as 
Ottawa and Mid-America 
Nazarene. Recent games left the 
Eagles victorious over the MANC 
Pioneers 15-5 and 12-4. 

In the Ottawa match-up, offense 
became essential Seniors Pat 
Cornejo, Mike Straatman, and 
Brad McClintock each chipped in a 
few home runs to help the cause. 
Outfielder Rafael Casillas sent a 
grand-slam shot out of the ball- 
park to top the score off at 20-5. 

Big hitting seniors Andy Diaz and 



Cornejo are leading the offensive 
threat for the Eagles. Diaz' batting 
average is not only number one on 
the team, but also ranks at the top 
of the conference standings. He 
sits at approximately .465. 
Cornejo's home runs now sit at 1 1 , 
but he hopes to continue hitting for 
the fences. 



"We 
' on a 

*- ■■ have 



can beat anybody 
any given day; we 
have the talent to be 
the best." 

-Raphael Casillas 
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Pitching has been an important 
part of the Eagles focus this sea- 
son. Senior Jason Albright threw a 
no-hitter against the University of 
Mary in a recent tournament. The 
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Eagles took that game in six 
innings, 10-0. 

Although half of their season is 
behind them, the squad must now 
look toward upcoming conference 
battles. Bellevue University seems 
to be the conference forerunner 
with a strong history of success. 
The Eagles played them last week 
and fell 0-2. 

When asked about playing 
Bellevue again, Casillas 
said, "We can beat any- 
body on any given 
day; we have the tal- 
ent to be the best." 

They will have their 
chance to prove that tal- 
ent against the confer- 
ence rival on April 6, 
in Bellevue, Neb. 

For now, the 




games continue to pile up. Evangel 
College pays a visit on Friday, and 
then the Eagles travel to York 
College, Rockhurst, and William 
Jewell as well. Their record after 
the Mid-America game was 19-15, 
but the Eagles are working toward 
improvements for conference com- 
petition. 

"We've struggled through injury 
and adversity but are looking for- 
ward to conference play," coach 
Chris Irving said. "We haven't 
played to our potential so I'm 
waiting for us to peak.” 












ROSSANAs 



Rossana: Who influences your 
style of clothing? 

Rafael: Well, when 1 went to the 
University of Puerto Rico, every- 
one on the track team always 
dressed up. I joined the track 
team and liked the look so it 
stuck. 1 guess you could say I 
bring a sense of style from my 
native homeland. 



RV: What's your style of dress- 
ing? 

RC: I like wide leg pants with fit- 
ted shirts. Everyone in Puerto 
Rico uses wide leg pants. They 
just look better and feel more 
comfortable. My favorite colors 
are black, gray, and white. They 
make a great combination and go 
with everything. If you ever go to 
Puerto Rico, you'll notice we all 
have the same taste in clothing. 



Rafael Casillas says lie brings his style 
from his homeland of Puerto Rico 



RV: Where do you shop? 

RC: Honestly, 1 haven't been in a clothing store in the United States since 
I've been here. I usually shop for tropical clothing because it’s always hot 
in Puerto Rico. I'm not really here in the summer, so I never have to shop 
for anything because I buy it all at home. The stores we have back home 
don't exist in the U.S. 



RV: What do you think 
of how people dress in 
the U.S.? 

RC: Most Americans 
don't care how they 
dress and look. They're 
really simple. You can 
tell when someone is 
not from here because 
of the way he/she 
dresses. They tend to 
dress up more. I don’t 
care what I look like 
when I'm running late 
to class. 



RV: Has your style of 
dressing changed any 
since you've been 
attending school here? 
RC: NO! I think I’ve 
pretty much been con- 
sistent with how I 
dress. When it gets 
cold here, I do wear 
long sleeved shirts. 
Not because I like 
them, but because I 
have to due to the 
weather. 



Casillas stands out on Avila 's campus with his 
unique style of dressing. 



RV: What are your fashion dislikes? 

RC: I can't stand long sleeved shirts because they're not comfortable. 
They look nice on other people, but they're not for me. Tight pants bug 
me too, unless they're part of my baseball uniform. Wranglers and fitted 
jeans are what I'm talking about - they're just too tight. 
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Rafael Casillas 



I Stand Before You Naked 
an emotional performance 



Student-directed 
play presents a hard 
look at some of life’s 
struggles. 

by KRISTEN REESE 

staff writer 

"You trap me with your eyes." 

That is one of the powerful lines 
that was performed in the play I 
Stand Before You Naked , by Joyce 
Carol Oates. 

Michael Kruse directed the play 
for his senior project, working with 
Michael Adams to add video 
images to bring greater impact. The 
show ran March 26-28 and was 
performed in the Dallavis televi- 
sion studio. 

"It was wonderfully done. The 
multi-media aspect added depth. 



Showing the aspects of a woman 
was powerfully done," Katie Boyle 
said. 

The concept of the play centered 
on the feeling of being trapped. 
Particularly, the struggles a woman 
could go through and have to fight 
to get out. The six situations the 
play portrayed were: a beaten strip- 
per, a pregnant 
18 year old, a 
woman with 
anorexia, trail- 
er trash, a 
woman who 
could not find 
her identity and 
a woman who 
was left by her 
husband. 

The show 
evoked a range of emotions from 
the audience. Even if you have 
never been through any of those 



struggles, there was something in 
the words you could relate with. 

The setting of the play was dark- 
ness and despair. The set was cov- 
ered in black. At the end of the 
show, the actresses brought out 
candles as a sign of hope. 

Learning to respect people of all 
kinds and gaining a better under- 
standing of oneself 
was also important 
to the play. 

"I want people to 
have a feeling of 
peace with them- 
selves (after seeing 
the play.) I hope 
people realize that 
even when things 
get bad, there is 
always a solution," 
cast member Katrina Langdon said. 
"Everyone needs someone to love, 
and love in return." 
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"I hope people 
realize that even 
when things get 
bad, there is 
a solution. 

~ Katrina Langdon 







PREVIEW 



alienate any guy who might be remotely inter- 
ested in her. 

Unfortunately, strict rules in the Stratford 
house forbid Bianca from having a boyfriend 
until her odious sister has one of her own - a sit- 
uation that seems highly improbable consider- 
ing Kat is a social disaster. 

Bianca's desperation for romance turns into a 
convoluted scheme to match Kat with her male 
equivalent - a guy whose reputation is so infa- 
mous, Kat might rise to the challenge and find 
him worthy of the concealed charms. Mating 
mayhem ensues when Patrick Verona (Heath 
Ledger) - a sullen young man with a mysterious 
past - is bribed by Bianca's wannabe boyfriend 
(Andrew Keegan) to woo and win Kat, in order 
to clear the way for Bianca to begin dating. 



10 Things I Hate About You 

directed by GIL JUNGER 
written by KAREN MCCULLAH LUTZ and 
KIRSTEN SMITH Starring LARISA 
OLEYNIK, JULIA STILES, HEATH 
LEDGER and ANDREW KEEGAN 



Meet the Stratford sisters: pretty and popular 
Bianca (Larisa Oleynik), who has never had a 
date; and Kat (Julia Stiles), her older sibling, an 
ill-tempered harridan whose acerbic wit is 
matched only by her steadfast determination to 
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this month at 




featuring... 

Me and the Boys by The Chrisman Family 

April 9 - May 7 



Family affair 



Gallery Curator George 
Chrisman brings in his 
sons for the new show. 

by KEITH HARDI MAN 

staff writer 

From April 9 through May 7, 
Thornhill gallery and curator 
George Chrisman present Me and 
the Boys. 

This art show will feature the 
works of George Chrisman and his 
sons Scott, George(Chan) and 
Aaron. 



Chrisman taught all his sons in 
high school. Also, when the boys 
were not doing their schoolwork, 
they would do the designs for 
school plays and musicals. 

Scott, who is the oldest, is a land 
surveyor who, in his private time, 
besides being a parent, takes up 
pottery. "Scott has beautiful design 
sense," Chrisman said. 

Next after Scott is the middle 
brother George, who is better 
known as Chan. Chan is the Vice 
President at TRID-ON irrigational 
systems. What got Chan really into 
his talent was when he took off 



five months to build his log house. 
Now Chan has a wood shop where 
he develops wooden toys in his , 
time off from work. 

The youngest of three Chrismans 
is Aaron, who has a degree in 
graphic design. He works for 
Sturgis Materials and does design 
installations in marble and granite. 
In Aaron's spare time he is an air- 
brush artist who specializes in por- 
traits and landscapes. Aaron is also 
the only son who makes his living 
from art. 

Chrisman, the father of all these 
artists, said, "I am a confused artist 
who isn't sure if he is a painter who 
likes to throw pots or a potter who 
likes to paint.” 

This is not the first show that the 



The show is for fun 
and also to show 
how the family has 
changed. 

~ George Chrisman 



Chrismans have done. The 
last show they did together, 
even Chrisman's wife was 
included. She does photog- 
raphy, so it is easy to see 
where else the boys inherit- 
ed their artistic talent. 

"The show is for fun and 
also to show how the family 



has changed and this also sparks 
creativity," Chrisman said. 

Chrisman is interested in seeing 
how all this will come together. 
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Cruel 
Intentions 

Sex, money, drugs, and 
power all come together to 
create this box office hit. 

With a tight cast of the most 
popular young actors and 
actresses. Cruel Intentions 
delivers a non-stop sexual 

(roller. coastenride. 

Performances from Ryan 
Phillipe, Sarah Michele Gellar 
and Reese Witherspoon were all 
fantastic. Phillipe and Gellar 
portray step-brother and sister. 
They are incredibly rich and 
horribly manipulative. In 
their heartless lives, they 
make a significant wager that Phillipe can successful- 
ly seduce the morally correct Witherspoonwho wrote 
for Seventeen magazine proclaiming her conservative 
views on sex. 

The story is based on Les Liasons Dangereaux 
which has already been used to create Dangerous 
Liasons in 1988 with John Malkovich, Michele 



Pfeiffer, and Glenn Close. This current version is 
more focused on youth with its cast and incredible 
amount of sexual appeal. 

The only negative aspect of the movie was the length 
of the ending. Once we figured out what exactly hap- 
pened the credits were rolling. Maybe that was the 
director's technique to make sure the audience keeps 
talking about Cruel Intentions. ★ ★★★★ 



i»A'' The Cube A man wakes up in 

V* a strange place in different clothes 

with no one else around. All the walls look 
the same and on all of them there is a type of door in 
the center. He gets up and chooses one to look 
through. He opens it, looks in and there is another 
room, the same setup, but a different color. He goes 
in and is suddenly sliced into 50 pieces or so by a wall 
of razor blades resembling a potato grater. 

This is the beginning to this abstract film in which 
six other people wake up in the cube and find each 
other. They all have specific reasons for being there. 
One is a math student in college who figures out 
where the rooms are and when one is booby trapped, 
such as the one in the beginning. The other people 
include a doctor, an escape artist, a mentally handi- 
capped adding genius, and the designer of the outer 



shell of the cube. 

Throughout the course of the movie, new things are 
discovered about each character and their situation. 
There are some interesting action sequences, and the 
ending is fitting to the rest of the movie. The film is 
a bit vague, and it has its boring parts, but its ability 
to exemplify human nature is uncanny. It brings out 
such social issues as racism, sexism, prejudice against 
the handicapped, and survival of the fittest. The Cube 
is more of an artistic, thinking movie rather than a sit 
back and stare movie. 



Jk Yia Yia’s This Eurobistro at 1 19th 
f Street and Roe Avenue makes for a 

great evening out. The menu is full of 
choices from steaks to pastas, sandwiches 
to salads, and the most incredible desserts. The 
atmosphere is comfortable and the service is remark- 
able. The prices are a bit high for the average college 
student, but the experience is worth it. If you have to 
use a credit card or your work-study check, mark your 
calendar for a night out. Ya Ya’s is a great restaurant 
to spend any evening with that special someone. 

★ ★★★★ 
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COLLEGE STUDENT NEEDED TO 
PROVIDE CHILD CARE AND HOUSE- 
KEEPING TASKS IN LEAWOOD 

• significant transportation 
involved 

• must have reliable vehicle 

• hours negotiable 

• $8/hr plus mileage 

position available June 1, 1999 

451-0415 



WANTED 



tHe ta lqn 



Avila College student newspaper THE TALON is now accepting staff 
applications for the 1999 - 2000 academic school year. Positions available 
include: ■ Editor-in-Chief ■ Page Editors ■ Writers ■ Photographers 
■ Production Manager ■ Production Assistants ■ Advertising Sales 
Contact Steve lliff in Dallavis 807 for an application, or call (816)942-8400, 
ext. 2363 for more information. 










Illiteracy: America's 
best kept secret 



Opportunities for change 



by ISAAC CHEW 



The number is more 
than you might think. 
Illiteracy could be one 
of the most serious 
problems. 

by TERRI STUBBLEFIELD 

regular columnist 




Reaction to the reaction 

I was going to write about penises 
this month. Apparently a few peo- 
ple were bothered about the use of 
the word penis in my headline last 
month. I figured anything that man- 
aged to get such a rise out of every- 
one deserved more attention than I 
thought. The message, advocating 
for women's lives, was lost as some 
couldn't escape the power of the 
penis. 

In any event, I have thought of 
something else, equally as worthy 
of attention as the penis. But before 
I begin, I would like to say for the 
record; the word penis is the 
anatomically correct term for a 
male body part, not an obscenity. 
And another thing, The Talon writ- 
ers are asked to submit headline 
ideas with their articles, which I do, 
but the ultimate decision for what 
runs in the paper is left to the 
Editor-in-Chief. 

I am not shirking responsibility 
for use of the word penis. I did sug- 
gest using it. I believe that it was an 
appropriate use of the word, went 
well with my opinion, and 1 am 
neither ashamed nor sorry. So stop 
complaining. You ought to be 
thanking me for raising your 
awareness. That said, let's all just 
get past the penises and on to more 
urgent issues. 

Illiteracy in the U.S. and KC 

What do you know about illitera- 
cy in the United States? Anything? 
Are you aware that there are mil- 
lions of adults who cannot read or 
write? Did you know that poverty 
is the number one cause of illitera- 
cy? I was stunned by what I have 
learned about illiteracy since 
beginning my internship at the 
Laubach Literacy Council of 
Kansas City. 

In the United States, it is estimat- 
ed that one in five adults is func- 
tionally illiterate, reading below a 
fourth grade level. One in three are 
marginally illiterate, reading 
between a fourth and eighth grade 
level. There are 170,000 illiterate 
adults in Kansas City alone. 
Additionally, an individual who 
cannot read cannot write. 

The cost of illiteracy to society is 
staggering. There is a definite con- 
nection between illiteracy and 
unemployment, poverty, crime, 
drug abuse, and violence. Sadly, 85 
percent of all juvenile offenders 
have difficulty reading, and 60 per- 
cent of the current US prison popu- 
lation is illiterate. 

We spend an estimated $5 billion 



a year on public assistance to sup- 
port people who are unemployable 
due to illiteracy. 

The Laubach Literacy Council of 
Kansas City is affiliated with 
Laubach Literacy Action, the 
United States branch of Laubach 
Literacy. An international organiza- 
tion, Laubach Literacy was started 
by Dr. Frank C. Laubach in 1930. 
Dr. Laubach developed the method 
that enables volunteers, with no 
teaching experience, to teach adults 
how to read. 

A non-profit organization, the 
Laubach Literacy Council of 
Kansas City began in 1985 out of a 
volunteer's home. It is only in the 
past four years that the Council has 
employed paid staff members and 
only in the past seven years has a 
permanent home been established. 

Presently there are 205 active 
Laubach student/tutor pairs in 
Kansas City. Of those 205 students, 
half are employed full-time 
(National Business magazine 
estimates that 15 million 
adults holding jobs today 
are functionally illiterate). 

33 percent of Laubach stu- 
dents are high school 
graduates and 57 per- 
cent of the students 
are female. 

Reading the 
Bible is one of 
the top five rea- 
sons students list 
for seeking reading 
help. The following 
are some of the 
goals people cite for 
getting help: read to t 
child or help with 
homework, read their 
mail, fill out a job appli- 
cation, get a better job, 
read prescription labels, write 
a shopping list, read a 
lease, use a phone 
book, read a menu, 
get a driver's 
license, read a 
birthday card, 
write a letter, 
read a food 
label, and fill 
out forms. 

It took me 
quite some 
time to fully 
comprehend 
what it means not to 
be able to read. Reading is 
something I have always taken 
for granted. My mother used to 
forbid me from bringing read- 
ing materials to the break- 
fast table, so I would 
read the cereal box 
instead. In my mind, 
reading was and is 
as life sustaining as 
breathing. Can you 
imagine going 
through one day 
without reading or 
writing something? 

How about, as in some 
cases, over half your 
lifetime never being 
able to read or write 
we|£pnough to fully par- 



ticipate in society? 

Last year, Kansas Citians volun- 
teered over 10,000 hours in service 
to Laubach, and I have been hum- 
bled by the dedicated volunteers 
who not only tutor students, but 
also give of their time in so many 
other ways at the Literacy Center. 
How you can help 

Because the Laubach maxim is 
"Each One Teach One" and 
because it's, my mission to get the 
word out, I am sending out an 
appeal. Please consider donating 
either your money (A $5 donation 
will purchase a Skill Book for a 
student unable to pay), or your time 
to advance literacy in the commu- 
nity in which you live. It has been 
said that it is better to light a candle 
than curse the darkness. Help illu- 
minate someone's life. 

To find out what you can do to 
help, contact: Literacy Center 
at 333-9332 
or send your check to: 

v Laubach Literacy 
Council of 
Kansas City 
at 205 W. 65th St. 

KC MO 64113. 





regular columnist 

Life in the inner city, is it really 
that hard to understand? Isn't it just 
gang banging, dope slanging, sin- 
gle parent and non- traditional fam- 
ilies, murders, and other miscella- 
neous crimes? Or is this section of 
cities across America a place of 
endless hope, a place were the 
property value is dirt cheap mainly 
because of certain fears and prob- 
lems that individuals encounter 
when living in this harsh environ- 
ment? Now that the perception has 
been identified, walk with me as I 
attempt to explain this way of life 
and show the glimmer of hope for 
change. 

All of these problems are related 
to poverty and the mistrust in the 
ability to change. Individuals 
began searching for a "quick fix" to 
a life-long struggle. It could be 
traced back to the advent of slavery 
and the divide and conquer method 
used by former slave owners. 

Individuals without financial 
resources can create a lot of prob- 
lems for themselves along with the 
individuals they may come in con- 
tact with. When a person can not 
provide the basic needs, thoughts 
of "by any means necessary" 
become a reality. The things per- 
sons may do to feed their families, 
or to fill the need for love or accep- 
tance is amazing. 

In an environment in so much dis- 
array, where one may be living in a 
household where there may n6t be 
a male figure, or the people living 
in the house have many issues with 
money or lack thereof, a young 



child can get lost in the shuffle. 
Maybe the child does look else- 
where for love or attention, so why 
not join up with a gang of friends 
which for the most part have the 
same issues? If a friend can show 
you how to make ends meet by sell- 
ing some drugs here or there, to the 
child who has nothing this option 
can become their everything. It's a 
"quick fix" to many problems. 

It comes down to options and 
opportunities. If you can give 
young children another alternative, 
rather than what they may see in 
their everyday lives, it is very 
important. Giving a child alterna- 
tives allows that child to feel better 
about the situation, knowing that 
there may be another route to take. 
When fewer opportunities are pre- 
sented, there is less hope for 
change. Opportunities may come 
from a church, a mentor, the local 
community center, a guest speaker 
at school or even a book written by 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

True, our economic structure is set 
up where there will always be 
someone on the bottom. But that 
someone can be on the bottom 
looking and striving to make it to 
the top. 

You can not change everyone's 
thoughts and feelings about this 
way of life, living in and outside 
these inner-city communities, but if 
you can change the mind of one 
individual, then you have given 
them that much more hope for 
change. 

It's all about knowledge of oppor- 
tunities and grasping them for a 
better way of life. 
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Editorial Policy 

The Talon is produced by the students in Avila College’s journalism 
practicum classes and other student contributors. Opinions expressed 
are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of The Talon 
staff or the trustees, administration, faculty, or staff of the college. 

The Talon encourages letters to the editor. Letters should be typed and 
must include the writer’s signature, name, address, and telephone num- 
ber for verification. Letters can be mailed to The Talon Editor, Avila 
College, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64145, or may be 
brought to The Talon mailbox in Dallavis Center. Letters may also be 
submitted via e-mail at Talon@mail.avila.edu 

Please keep letters to 500 words or less. The Talon reserves the right 
to edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, or inappropriate language. 
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